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SUBJECT: Report on_ Trip to the USSR  pNexT REVIEW DATE:
. : AUTH:- HR 70:2
25X1A DATE: 0 REVIEWER:

1. [ sr:o0t oporoximately onc month in the USSR in Juno-
July of this ycar, visiting Leningrad, Moscow, Kiev, Kharkov, Odogsa
Yalta, Sochi, ond Tbilisi, He made previous trips in 25X1A
25X1A Ho was able to undorstand considerable Russian but to spcok only
a 1little, so he usod interproters throughout his travels. His obscrvae
tions and Impressions ¢an be dividod into two kinds, major and miscollan-
COUS ¢ .

Major Observations

2, Ho was struck by the extent to which the food situation was better
thon hls previous cstimates, elthough prices (oxeopt for bread) romain
guite high, He foels that food i1s not the limiting factor he judged it
to be, that his own ostimeote requires considerable rovisicn, and that
OME estimates require some (although less) revision in this rospoete¥

25X1A 3« [ rocoived chundant improssions of a ecmplox, indofinablo,
but nonctheless real relaxation in overyday 1ifc. Tho widespread grimncss
and sullen expressions of the populace which he roealled from tho thirties
wore much reduceds, He fools that the arrcst rate among the eitizonry has
surely declined and that some sort of falrly orderly court procedurc pro-
vails. Citizens wore still chary of conversing with forcigners, although
somowhat loss so than befeorgy and were unifermly cordial to hime He noted
o dissclving of the atmosphore of hardness, ruthlessncss, and arroganco
proviously generatod by officials, whese publie swagger, quitc obvious
in the thirties, has disappeared. He remarked on an apparent deeline in
popular feor of the cops. The colleective farms he visited had less of an
atmosphere of ranngerdal toughness vis-a=-vis the peasantry, and he obsorved
sorne 8lipght ovidence that industrial monagors oro trying a 1ittle to be
"good guys" in thoir workers! oycs, although Soviet industry still remains
ruch nore suthoritarian than US industry. Ho repeatedly noted, howover,

25X1A
® - hos not read NIE 11-4=56, and his romarks on NIBE cstirntos
relate to ll=3-55 and carlior issuancoS,
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that all these chanpes rost solely upcn the sufferance of the loadership

and are not based upon the puarantecs of domeeratic, parliarentary
instituticns.

o IR rcpords quite scriously the attractivoness of the USSR
to Asinn ond Africon delogations. He found such groups, of all porte of
types and from all sorts of nations, vory much in cvidence this surrere
Strong points for thosc from underdeveloped arces include tho living
standard, tho Meecow and Loningrad subwoys, the clegant ganitoria on tho
Black Son, Moseow Universit:, the Moscow cpora and ballet, countrywide
penece propogonda repoated to an Manbelicvobld! oxtent, and o syston of
handling delegaticn well crpanized to exploit these attractionse

5, His trip irprescions, together with published motorials and
conversations with Erbessy Moscow, lood [l to the following political 25X1A
osbimatess

ne His beliof in tho eclleetivity of the prosont londership has been
strengthened. He sceried to sense o kind of sclf-protective huddling to-
gother of the top vorsonnlities, sugpesting that they feer te bo seporateds
This night boe due in port to rumtunl distrust, but is rnore 1likoly on oxpression
of a nced folt for cach othort's support, duc in turn to o senso of insccurlty
with rogard to the scurce of thoir power, M is portinl to a further
dodueticn which fits this improssiont that tho leadors fear boing charged
with Stalin's mrder an? hove therefore had to blacken hls name and to
rerain united anong thomselves,

bs Heo ie ricre eonvirced than before, and for o screwhat difforent
roascn, that the dnngor of wor has declined substantially sinee Stalin's
doath, Rathor than stressing the uncertainty of authority and conflict
rmong the londership (which worc noverthcless sound cstimatos, Cege thoe
aisposal of Beriya)y he now lays orphasis unen the absonce of "Stalints
sinistor, macabre yon tcwnrds power and deathe" Ho belleoves thet tho
presont leadors laclk Stalin's sadlstie enjoyrent in oxerelsing crucl
power nnd his obsessicn with secreey, that they are net paraneiancse

¢e In oxploining tho poliey of intornal rolaxation ond preantor
offorte to avoid wer dancors, I zttoches considorable importance to
the estimote thot the present londers expericnced feolings of revulsicn
obout Stalin's excessos, that thoy felt the atnosrherc of terror wos ine-
tolerable, that they cre sicl of living in o charnel housce and want a
chance to enjoy lifc a 1little witheut the constent srmell of corpses.
He ropards the lenders! chicf uroblem that of neintaining dynanism and
control in o sceicty which lacks the desired internal individunl controls
and motivaticns without roscorting onee again to tho old stringont methoeds,

-2 -
SHECHRET

Approved For Release 2001/03/09 : CIA-RDP79T00937A000500020036-7



Approved Fowelease 2001/03/09 : CIA-RDP7QJ00937A000500020036-7

SECRET

6. In penoral, including the points covered ahove and others, he
belicves that our estimates have been tnot very far off! and in somo
raspocts he has boen brought closer o their positions.

25X1A 7.* confirrod. provious reports of the fallure to repaiy wor
domage in the arca taken from Finland, of the cvidont shoddinoss oml
inofficicrer of building, and of the netonishing nurber of persons occu=
picd in agriculturce

8, His ponoral impression of intustrial plants, particularly ona
producing enpines for gpricultural machinery in Khorkov, was of groat
cluttor, an ovorabundanco of labor, inofficlent rroduction planning, and
n fortile ficld of prcductivity godns, which will roquire bottor moancgo=
rent ns woll as pnchinery. Dosplte tho ovident confusicn, cutput wos
apparontly growing rapidlye

9, L eollective forn noar Kicv owncd five troctors and a conbince
Thoe Ministor of State Farms reneated to hin the offical line thot all
auch nochincry is cwned by tho Machine Tracter Stations, but admitted
snall cxecpticns when confronted with this instonco. The Ministor also
rerortod that mony collective f£arns hod been tronsforned into stote forns
and that this dovelopnont was official policye

10, A ruch groater readiness on the part of loeal offiedlals to supply
cecnorde infernaticn clearly irplies a contral pollcy docision to this .
effect, although scme orees reredn tabooe One plant manager cxplicitly
roferred to a present policy of releasing ceconcnie datae

11, The Blacz Sca resorts are oxtrorcly claborate ond improssives;
cbout 150 such sanitoria oxist nerely in Sechi and two small neighboring
townse Scehi lecks sluns and "looks 1ike Santa Borbara."

12, The Soviet Union is a nost uncqual socicty, and o substantial
ineroase in the size of the upper miAflc elass has occurred sinecc his
previous visits. Thils devoloprent belongs to the Stalin period, and if
anything tho new regine is roducing incguality o 1ittloe

13¢ Excopt for Moseow, whore partial renoval hos ocenrrod, Stalin's
rieturcs and ronunents apporently romain undisturbed, Ia Gori I 25X1A
found the puide in tho Stalin Musoun rathor rotter-of-foet and only two or

throo visitors thorc, He notes a vast Aifforence in dadtalinization as
portrayed in tho Wostorn pross and as convoyed in an official 1inc which
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holds that Stalin, while he mado nistokes, was nevertheless a great mone
In no senso is he prosented as a nonstor,

e In a conversation with a Vice Chairman of the Stato Cormittoo
on Long-Range Planning {Gosplan), whoen he found nost cordial, he rot an
Improssion of continucus, ecnseious exporinontation with procedurcs of
econoride plamning and supervision in the direction of decentralizaticn
tovards lower ceconcmic bodiese

15, Urhan parks, which were riseratle affairs in the thirtics, are
now quito attractive, Militcory personnel are slightly less in eovidonco
in the USSR than on his carlicr trips. ILate in his trip and quite by
accident, ho discovored ovidencs that his chauffers wore scerct policonens
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